
“Keep reading.  It’s one of the most 
marvelous adventures that anyone can 

have.”  

THE STORY OF 2021-2022

Dear Friend of Literacy,

For the first time since Spring, 
2020, we are breathing a bit easier 
and beginning to see our facility 
fill with language, smiles, and 
laughter…a place where hopes 
and dreams come true…a place 

where lives are changed!  Gaston Literacy Council 
(GLC) envisions a community where all adults have 
the language and literacy skills they need to succeed.  
Our programs include English as a Second Language 
(ESL), Citizenship and Adult Education, including high 
school equivalency prep and basic adult education.  
Prior to Covid, we provided services to over 200 adult 
students annually, and are now working to rebuild 
our enrollment and fill our classrooms!   Each student 
is provided a free assessment and is offered tailored 
instruction through small classes and one-on-one 
instruction as needed.  

We are also proud to provide the Reading Soul Mates 
Program in select Gaston County elementary schools.  
This support is staffed by volunteer tutors who work 
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with eligible 2nd grade students each week for 
30-minutes, building confidence and reading skills 
needed to perform at grade level.

Gaston Literacy Council was founded in 1974 and is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  Please find out more 
about our organization, programs, and volunteer 
opportunities on our website at www.gastonliteracy.
org. 

Sincerely yours,
 

Mary W. Massey, Chair

GASTON LITERACY COUNCIL STAFF

•	 Annie Anthony, Reading Soul Mates Coordinator

•	 Merry Deely, Reading Soul Mates Coordinator

•	 Kelly Link, Assistant Director, Instructor

•	 Linda McConnell, Executive Director

•	 Elizabeth McLean, ESL Instructor

•	 Delta Sanders, Funds Development Coordinator

•	 Donna Watson, Lead ESL Instructor

DEFINITION:   Literacy is the ability to clearly read, write, and speak English on a level necessary to develop one’s knowledge and potential, 
compute and solve problems, achieve individual goals, and function in our English-speaking society.

MISSION STATEMENT:  The Gaston Literacy Council, Inc., a private non-profit organization, exists to help people
become functionally literate through advocacy initiatives and instructional services.

VISION:  The Gaston Literacy Council, Inc. serves to promote a thriving, productive community that recognizes individuals in need of literacy 
services, encourages them to come forward, and supports their efforts to gain essential knowledge.

VALUE STATEMENT:  The Gaston Literacy Council, Inc. believes that literacy enriches the quality of life for individuals and our community. 
To this end, we are committed to:  

Partnership, Responsibility, Accountability, Inclusiveness, Accessibility, Learner-Centered Instruction, Volunteerism.



LITERACY AND POVERTY…

Benefits of Literacy in the Fight Against Poverty
1.	 LITERACY IMPROVES HEALTH
2.	 LITERACY PROMOTES “LIFELONG LEARNING” AND 	
	 BUILDS SKILLS
3.	 LITERACY IMPROVES THE ECONOMY AND CREATES 	
	 JOBS
4.	 LITERACY PROMOTES GENDER EQUALITY
5.	 LITERACY PROMOTES DEMOCRACY AND PEACE
6.	 LITERACY BUILDS SELF-ESTEEM AND OVERALL 		
	 QUALITY OF LIFE

Phil Ritter Board Leadership Award

The “Phil Ritter Board Leadership Award” was established in May 1992 and has 
been presented annually (almost!) since 1993 to a current or past member of the 
Gaston Literacy Council, Inc. Board of Directors for exemplary dedication and 
service.  This is a very difficult decision as we have many deserving candidates to 
select from.  

Previous Phil Ritter Recipients:

1993	 Max Erwin			   1994	 Jim Baldwin		  1995	 Mitchell Moore
1996	 Glenn Parrish		  1997	 Jack Page		  1998	 Sheri Sellmeyer
1999	 Jennie Stultz			   2000	 Elaine Jenkins	 2001	 Jick Garland
2002	 Frank Matthews		  2003	 Martha Burris	 2004	 Caroline Garrison
2005	 Bill Cozart			   2006	 Annette Gehle	 2007	 Merryman Cleveland & Larry Petty
2008	 John K. Long			  2009	 David Fleenor	 2010	 Richard Rankin
2011	 Judy Planer			   2012	 Ed Sadler		  2013	 Annabelle Kelly & Maria Matiz-Gihwala
2014	 Linda McConnell		  2015	 Julia M. Shovelin	 2016	 Benette Sutton
2017	 Gayle Kersh			   2018	 Ann Woody Drum	 2019	 Tim Efird
2020	 Scott Roberts			  2021	 Carol Elliott		  2022	 Lil Summerville
2023    ???

After two years of postponing our Meet the Author Luncheon and Silent 
Auction, we finally came together in May of 2022 with author Karen White 
and are thrilled to be planning our April 19, 2023 event at Gaston Country 
Club!

Our guest author, Deborah Goodrich Royce, is an American former actress, 
story editor and author.  Many of you All My Children “soap opera” viewers 
may remember her as Erica Kane’s sister, Silver Kane.  Deborah has also 
starred in feature films such as April Fool’s Day and Just One of the Guys, TV 
movies such as Return to Peyton Place and The Deliberate Stranger and series 
such as Beverly Hills 90210 and 21 Jump Street.

Deborah’s literary thrillers include Finding Mrs. Ford and Ruby Falls.  
Reef Road is debuting in January 2023.

More information and chances to be a part of this event will be coming soon! 

Meet the Author 2023 … Deborah Goodrich Royce

SAVE the DATE!!
April 19, 2023



Reading Soul Mates
Updates from Annie Anthony and Merry Deely…

After delaying our start until January 2022, we were back in select Gaston County 
elementary schools and reading with our little 2nd graders! 

We served children at Belmont Central, Gardner Park, 
North Belmont, and Sherwood. Although a shortened year 
(January – May), we served 43 2nd graders, with 95% making 
improvements in their reading skills and more than 23% 
achieving grade level.  We are proud of these accomplishments and so grateful to our 
dedicated tutors!

Several generous donations allowed us to purchase new books for our “reading 
boxes” available at each RSM location, and new books for each student to receive at 
end-of-school year.  Many of our students had never had their very own book!  

Reading Soul Mates remains one of the most exciting and valuable programs operating within Gaston 
Literacy Council.  Research continues to point to the value of early intervention and the difference it can 
make in the life of a child.    

Sneak peek into 22-23!!
                       •	 15 schools      •	 107 student/adult tutors           •	 210 2nd grade students (with more expected!)

WE’RE BACK!! 

1.	 Which Stephen King novel takes place in the fictional Overlook Hotel?
2.	 Which story authored by Washington Irving has the character Ichabod Crane?
3.	 What famous author was a descendent of one of the Salem witches?
4.	 First published in 1842, The Masque of the Red Death is a short story by which American author? 
5.	 What is the name of the memoir written by Michelle Obama in 2018?
6.	 In the book Curious George, who is the monkey’s companion?
7.	 Which detective series focuses on two brothers, Frank and Joe, solving mysteries?
8.	 What color is Pippi’s hair in Pippi Longstocking?
9.	 Who were two of Nancy Drew’s closest friends, helping her solve many mysteries?
10.	 Dan Brown’s Da Vinci Code opens with a murder in which famous museum?
 

Time to Put on Your Thinking Caps!! 
Test Your Literary Trivia IQ!!

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!!  
Gather your “book club” friends together and see 
what you know!  Literary trivia can be educational 
and is always fun!  Test your knowledge on the 
following 10 questions…if you are “stumped,” 
you will find the answers on last page!



GASTON LITERACY COUNCIL PROGRAM INFORMATION 
2021-2022

The 2021-2022 school year saw positive growth in both student enrollment and hours of 
instruction as we continued to monitor Covid and determine what instruction would be best 
for students and staff.  

We are proud to have served:
•	 111 adult students during the 2021-2022 fiscal year (an increase of 30 students)
•	 73% of students post-tested in Reading and Listening demonstrated improvement in both 	
	 Reading and Listening skills 
•	 2 students earned US Citizenship 
•	 Hours of instruction increased by 564 hours to 3,713.75 hours 

Our staff is to be commended for continued expertise in Zoom and for helping our students, 
many of them working toward improving English comprehension and digital literacy skills, 
as they were forced to transition to online learning.  

Linda McConnell and Annie Anthony were guests on “Gaston’s Great 
Podcast” in September 2021, sharing with host Steven Long of GSM 
Services, the opportunity to hear about the positive things happening 
around Gaston County, and specifically Gaston Literacy Council!  If you 
haven’t known about this series, it is full of great information about our 
great community!  Take a listen! https://www.gastonsgreat.com

Financial Statement Summary **
July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022

Beginning Balance	 $156,870
Receipts	 331,548
Subtotal	 488,418
Disbursements	 -329,782
Ending Balance	 $158,636
Liabilities	 0

Endowment	
Beginning Balance – Fair Market Value	 $1,041,296
Deposit – Contributions	 0
Withdrawals	 -90,000
Net Earnings	 -110,264
Ending Balance – Fair Market Value	 $841,023
Designated Scholarship Fund (included above)	 $10,008

NC Solicitation License No.  SL002480
**Audited statement prepared by Butler & Stowe and available on 
GLC website



Community Foundation RUN 2022
On your mark, get set, and GO!!  April 9, 2022 was a gorgeous day and with the 
new locale, Gastonia Honey Hunters ballpark, we were off and running for our 
community’s non-profits!  
GLC’s supporters and donors worked hard with total proceeds of $26,670.50 
received.  We wish to express heartfelt thanks to those of you, included in the 
contributors list, who helped us receive the maximum allowable matching gift of 
$3,800 from the Community Foundation.  

The 2023 RUN, set for April 1, 2023, will be here in a flash and we are hoping for your support!  So, lace up 
those sneakers, hit the streets and build those miles, improving both your own health and the health of your 
chosen non-profit organization!  #laceupforliteracy

Gaston Literacy Council, Inc.
gratefully acknowledges the following 
supporters who made this report and our 
mission possible.		

Major Funders
Sisters of Mercy
United Way of Gaston County

“A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies.  The man who never reads lives only one.”  
George R. R. Martin

Read! Read! Read! Club ($1 - $49)

Jim and Anne Carriel
Alan and Cathy Cloninger
Mary Cook
Tem Dalton
Carole Delia
Michelle Devine
Paula Dixon
Karen Fuhr
Mary Hoberg
Marion Love
Mark and Theresa McIntosh
Jennifer Moran
John and Lisa O’Neill
Ibby Page
Stephanie Richard
Katie Short
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Street
Mollie Trosper
Rev. and Mrs. John Weisenhorn

Skill Builders ($50 - $99)

Susan Adams
Susan Allen
Ben and Cathryn Beasley
Amy Boyd

Walter and Ruth Boyd
Diane Brannock
Carol Brittain
Liz Chassereau
Susan Collins
Anne Comer
Convergence Services Group, LLC
John Crane
Sandy DeMarco
Dick and Gretchen Farrell
Ellis and Meg Fisher
Dick and Robin Forde
Mona Fulton
Angela Gray
John and Clara Harris
Gloria Hickson
Caroline Hobson
Lynn Jenkins
Peggy Jenkins
Jeffrey and Alecia LaCourse
Lillian Lanier
David and Mary Layton
Laura Lineberger
Susan Lisle
Cheryl Loggins
Branson and Mary Massey
Anne-Marie McMenamin
Juli Miller
Joanne Mitchell

John and Cindy Moose
Carolyn Moree
Margaret Neely
Walter and Julia Lee Payne
Tracee Pearson
Lucy Penegar
Amy Plowden
Roxann Rankin
Jeanette Rayfield
Susan Redmond
Bonnie Reidy
Kay Roberson
Jennifer Robinson
Ryan Rummel
Brian Schroeder
David Siceloff
Kathy Skidmore
Zach and Penelope Stroupe
Bobby and Benette Sutton
Phil and Trish Tate
Bill and Price Thrower
Huong Truong
United Way of the Piedmont, Inc.
Maria Valedon
Becky Voorhees
Brenda Walker
Al and Susan Wall
Leslie Wallace
Theron and Ann Ward

(Donations received between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022)



Gaston Literacy Council, Inc. gratefully acknowledges the
following supporters who made this report possible:Thank YouContributors

Jane Wells
Shelley White
Joe and Pam Wilson
Marsha Wright

Literacy Advocates ($100 - $249)

Dr. and Mrs. William Abernethy
Edward and Annie Anthony
Mr. and Mrs. Ian Archibald
Jennifer Beal
B. F. and Eleanor Beasley
Rissie Bryant
Ilene Caton
Robert and Ellen Cinq-Mars
Shirley Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Coyle
Clarissa Craig
Audrey Devine
Jean Dixon
Rocky Dodgen
Ann Drum
Patricia Dukes
Corene Dul
Charles and Ann Edwards
Margaret Elliott
Melanie Flowers
Randall and Annette Gehle
Buck and Pat Glenn
Janice Gray
Walt and Jan Gray
Donna Griffith
Lynda Gross
Jody Hayes
Sharon Heinrich
Danielle Henry
Mikell Jarrett
Geraldine Johnston
Angela Jordahl
Junior Assembly of Gastonia
Sara Jurs
Dave and Anne Kaul
Carson Kelly
Nancy Kennedy
Dave and Nan Kirlin
Belinda Koon
Janet Layne
Sandy Lefler 
Janice Leicht
Dot Lodge
Katherine Matthews
Porter and Libby McAteer
Katherine McKenzie
Michael and Dianna McLeod
Chris and Elizabeth Mills
Nancy Moore
Barbara Myers
National Christian Foundation
Patty Neinast
Charlie and Carolyn Niemeyer
Mary Lou Norcross
Milette Oden
Regina Odonoghue
Jane Pearson
Harry Petrey
George Ann Ratchford
Miriah Rhodes
Morgan Rhoney
Debbie Rhyne
Roger Rizk and Beth Bolin
Jacob and Sharon Robinson
Len and Ginger Rowe
Bobbie Rowland
Susan Sanders

Dan and Martha Lytle Schipfer
James and Jane Smith
Amy Spencer
Ronnie and Marty Starnes
Carol Stowe
Emily Styers
Morris and Carol Teeter
Judith Thiele
Margaret Torell
Charlton Torrence
Cam Tracy
Dick and Barbara Voorhees
John and Kenna Watts
Gayla Woody

Sustaining Supporters ($250 - $499)

Altrusa Club
Jim and Lyn Anderson
May Barger
Carolyn Bohanan
Richard and Kathleen Boyce
Julie Craig
Dickson Animal Clinic
Bill and Sharon Eccles
Tom and Anne Efird
Jennifer Fayed
First Presbyterian Church – Pearl Wilson Fund
Tommy and Martha Frederick
Gaston East Rotary Literacy Endowment
Steve and Suzy Hannon
Teri Iezzi
Reba Jacobs
Andy and Lisa Jurs
Robert Klein
Roy and Donna Lockett
Carole Pendleton
David and Bee Poston
May Robinson
Seabrook Investments
Billy and Karen Simmons
Shelly Steffey
Joe and Janice Stowe
Beverly Sumner
Sandy Warren

ROTELL Partners ($500 - $999)

Susanne Albright-Whitesides
Locke and Mary Robin Bell
Luther and Susan Blair
Catherine Carstarphen
Mike and Merry Deely
Chuck and Carol Elliott
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Epstein
Jami Farris
First Presbyterian Women of the Church
Baxter and Nancy Harrill
Kelvin and Angela Harris
Frances Howe
Rich and Amanda Jarman
Dan and Gayle Kersh
Michelle Kinsley
Caroline Letts
John and Malinda Lowery
Linda McConnell
Richard and Sheila Pattinson
Davis and Beth Patton
Geoff and Judy Planer
Austen Smith
Don and Susan Stacey
Ring Stafford
Joe and Lil Summerville

Laubach Society ($1,000 - $2,499)

Elizabeth Abernethy
Lynn Bean
Charles and Christa Heilig
Mark and Annemarie Couture
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Tim and Coleman Efird
Gaston County Family Advisory Board
George and Susie Henry
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Bill and Annabelle Kelly
Michael and Carla McMahan
Jim and Laurel Morris
Dan and Betty Moser
Frank and Ann Nixon
Parkdale, Inc.
Pharr Yarns, LLC
Rebecca Pomeroy
David and Lucille Rinehart
Beth Stanforth
The Hancock Family 
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Thompson
Pamela Warlick
Barbara Yarbrough

Sarah Howe Literacy Guild ($2,500 - $4,999)

First United Methodist Church
Gaston Breakfast Rotary Club
Wes and Pauline Styers
The Charles and Irene Nanney Foundation

Olna Daves Leadership Givers ($5,000+)

Plato “Tete” Pearson
Larry and Linda Petty

GIFTS IN MEMORIAM 

In memory of Nancy Albright
Tem Dalton

In memory of Martha Caldwell
Debbie Rhyne

In memory of Marjorie Smith Goins
Pam Wilson

In memory of Margaret Locke Hanes
Austen Smith

In memory of Sara Jurs
Susanne Albright-Whitesides and 
	 Between the Covers Book Club
Mike and Merry Deely
Michelle Devine
Mary Hoberg
Angela Jordahl
Mark and Theresa McIntosh
Jennifer Moran
John and Lisa O’Neill
Ryan Rummel
Susan Sanders
Dan and Martha Lytle Schipfer

In memory of Hilton and Pete Parks
Jacob and Sharon Robinson

In memory of Helyn Robinson
Patricia Dukes



In memory of Raymond and Anne Robinson
Jacob and Sharon Robinson

In memory of William Seabrook
Susanne Albright-Whitesides
B. F. and Eleanor Beasley
Jim and Anne Carriel
Alan and Cathy Cloninger
Convergence Services Group, LLC
Phil and Dottie Coyle
Rocky Dodgen
Chuck and Carol Elliott
Janice Gray
David and Mary Layton
Lucy Penegar
Joe and Janice Stowe
Zach and Penelope Stroupe
Dick and Barbara Voorhees

GIFTS IN HONOR

In honor of Lisa Albright-Jurs
Sara Jurs
Kay Roberson

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. John Allen
Baxter and Nancy Harrill

In honor of Richard and Kathleen Boyce
Joe and Janice Stowe

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Larry Brannock
Baxter and Nancy Harrill

In honor of John and Nan Bridgeman
Billy and Karen Simmons

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Steve Brittain
Baxter and Nancy Harrill

In honor of Merry Deely and Ginger Rowe
Lisa Albright-Jurs

In honor of Jean Dixon
Baxter and Nancy Harrill

In honor of Coleman Efird
Jami Farris

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Rusty Ford
Baxter and Nancy Harrill

In honor of GB 52’s
Susan Stacey

In honor of Cindy Garrison
Happy Bookers

In honor of Gaston Literacy Council Staff
Jim and Laurel Morris

In honor of Baxter and Nancy Harrill
Billy and Karen Simmons

In honor of Dr. and Mrs. Bill Kelly
Baxter and Nancy Harrill

In honor of Gayle Kersh
Debbie Rhyne

In honor of Donna Lockett
Amy Boyd

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Phil Martin
Baxter and Nancy Harrill

In honor of Carla McMahan
Carolyn Moree

In honor of Laurie Ness
Corene Dul

In honor of Jane Pearson
Ellis and Meg Fisher

In honor of William (Bill) Pittman
Pharr Yarns, LLC

In honor of Judy Planer
Debbie Rhyne

In honor of Greg and Angie Sellers
Billy and Karen Simmons

In honor of Julie Shovelin
Debbie Rhyne

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Billy Simmons
Baxter and Nancy Harrill

In honor of Joseph Smith and Susan 
Challenger
Billy and Karen Simmons

In honor of Matt and Leigh Smith
James and Jane Smith

In honor of Tara Spence
Lynda Gross

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Mike Stacy
Baxter and Nancy Harrill

In honor of Beth Stanforth
Sandy Warren

In honor of Larry and Janie Stiles
Billy and Karen Simmons

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. David Stultz
Baxter and Nancy Harrill

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Sumner 
Baxter and Nancy Harrill
Billy and Karen Simmons

In honor of Trish Tate
Joe and Pam Wilson

In honor of Don and Betsy Thrower
Billy and Karen Simmons

In honor of Frank and Sharon Traywick
Phil and Trish Tate

In honor of Barbara Voorhees
The Carrie E. and Lena V. Glenn Foundation

2021-2022 Grant Awards

•	 Dollar General Literacy Foundation

•	 Gaston Community Foundation

•	 Gaston County 

	 (Family Advisory Board)

•	 Gaston East Rotary Literacy 			 

	 Endowment Fund

•	 NC Community Colleges System 

•	 Sisters of Mercy NC Foundation

•	 United Way of Gaston County

In Kind

CC Communications (Web Site)

First United Methodist Church -Rent Reduction

Thank YouContributors

Literary Trivia Answers
1.	 The Shining
2.	 The Legend of Sleepy Hollow
3.	 Ray Bradbury
4.	 Edgar Allan Poe
5.	 Becoming
6.	 The man in the yellow hat
7.	 The Hardy Boys
8.	 Orange
9.	 Bess Marvin and George Fayne
10.	 The Louvre

Literary IQ Scale:  if you answered 
correctly…
•	 0-3	 You Might Want to 
		  Give Us a Call…
•	 4-6	 Keep Reading 
•	 7-9	 Wow! That’s Impressive!
•	 10	 We’re Hiring!!

All contributions support adult students 
working toward high school equivalency 

attainment, English as a Second Language, 
Citizenship, and the Reading Soul Mates 

Program (second graders learning to read on grade 
level)

Your contribution changes lives!
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Officers

Mary Massey, Chair
Donna Lockett, Vice Chair
Lucille Rinehart, Secretary

Chris Mills, Treasurer
Kathleen Boyce, Immediate Past Chair

 
Directors 

Donyel Barber
Ana Barreto-Mathews

Mary Robin Bell 
Bill Gross

Angela Gravely Harris
Christa Heilig

Carrie Minnich
Laurel Morris
Jane Pearson
Roger Rizk

Jason Shoemaker
Susan Stacey

Beth Stanforth
Pauline Styers
Regina Taylor

Ex officio: Linda McConnell, Executive Director

2021/2022
Officers

Kathleen Boyce, Chair
Mary Massey, Vice Chair

Roger Rizk, Secretary
Chris Mills, Treasurer

David Poston, Immediate Past Chair

Directors 
Donyel Barber

Mary Robin Bell 
Marianna Davis

Angela Gravely Harris
Christa Heilig

Caroline Hobson
Donna Lockett
Laurel Morris

Dan Moser
Lucille Rinehart
Jason Shoemaker

Susan Stacey
Beth Stanforth

Andrea Stephens
Pauline Styers
Regina Taylor

Ex officio: Linda McConnell, Executive Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

116 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Way 
Gastonia, NC 28052 
704-868-4815 
fax: 704-867-7796 
literacy@gastonliteracy.org 
www.gastonliteracy.org

United Way of Gaston County  Partner Agency
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